asad M) WL
1 (o

%b' /,'\. Q ,

2015 KT USA® -
Youth Summer Camp

© Mty ~ Kevin Chen

Before I start, I would like to thank the Grace of Heaven, all the Tao
Transmitting Masters, lecturers, group leaders, and volunteers for their hard
work in putting this event together.

[ am Kevin Chen from Michigan, member of Team 10 MI-LA. Prior to
the Camp, I was very reluctant to sign up for the Camp, but I finally gave in
my parents and Tao Transmitting Masters who really wished for me to attend.
However, after writing the scholarship essay* on reasons why I wanted to attend
the Camp, [ started to truly realize what I could accomplish with the Camp.

The Camp was without a doubt a remarkable experience that has exceeded
all my previous expectations and has really made an everlasting impression on
my life. Being in the middle of summer vacation, I did not feel I was here at
Camp to learn anything. However, on the first day of Camp, “The Four Cups”
activity absolutely changed my mindset about the Camp. I felt that since I
was already here, I might as well take something away from it. And with that,
I changed my attitude; I would take the Camp seriously, give up computers,
phones, games, all stress from school, and to truly live in the moment. From the
classes, personal stories from the lecturers and all the meaningful but also fun
activities, there was so much I have learned in just the short six days. Before the
Camp, | was merely practicing Tao just because my parents did, but now I have
learned so much more about Tao, the history, the purpose on why we cultivate,
and with that, more about who I am.
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Even though I have been vegetarian many years, I did not truly understand
the reason why. From just one day, “Green day,” I have now realized the true
essence behind why we practice vegetarianism in the Tao society. Along with
the countless scientific and factual benefits to the world, seeing the video of the
workers abusing the animals, especially the baby pigs, has made me want to do
more and take action. I now feel that being vegetarian is a good start, but it is
not enough; I still have much more to cultivate and to spread vegetarianism and
Tao to all those around me.

On the day learning about Filial Piety, there was one very emotional
activity, “Life’s List,” that has inevitably made a deep profound impression on
me. Simply, materialistic items such as computers, phones, games do not matter
in the long run, what really matters is the people who you love. The activity has
made me realize that nothing is permanent, and you truly have to be grateful and
to cherish each and every moment with your loved ones.

Along with this activity, there was an abundance of exceptional clips and
activities on the topic of filial piety that I feel would be really great to “borrow”
for use in our own Michigan Summer Camp (, which coincidentally is the theme
of our Camp this year). Along with learning more about filial piety, there was
also a great deal to take away from the camp on how to be a better group leader.
I have made so many new friends from all around, and really strengthened
the bond with those from Michigan who I have already known, which is very
important and valuable for our upcoming Michigan Summer Camp as well.
This IKT Youth Summer Camp was an exceptional model and a huge benefit
for each and every person, especially in leading our individual Temple’s camps
as well.
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With all seriousness aside, the thing I miss most is all the great friends I
have made, and all our deep late night talks about our more personal problems
that extend well past the “10:30 Lights Out” time. Another great new thing
I got to experience was a whole week without wifi, computers and phones.
Indubitably it was one of the hardest weeks in my life, but I am grateful that it
has allowed me to become more sociable and open; who knows, maybe [ will
try having no wifi again sometime. In addition, it was also really great to take a
break from all my mom’s nagging, which I know now is her love. My hope is
that the IKT Youth Summer Camps can certainly continue to happen, because
I definitely will be coming back again; but maybe, not so many potatoes next
time.

PS. In regards to the first [-Kuan Tao USA Youth Summer Camp, held in
Redwood Glen, CA, between 7/24/2015 and 7/29/20135, for a total of 6 days and
5 nights, please refer to the website: http://www.taousa.org for more details on
origin video recap, event photos, sharing, and reflection.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmDEDOAQwYY
IKT USA Youth Summer Camp 2015 Recap — EB—HiBEHDES LEREE
[E1]75

il

* Note: To assist with the travel expenses, Michigan Zhong Shu Temple offered
scholarship for youth counselors who attend the Youth Summer Camp. Applicants
were required to submit Essay on reasons for wanting to attend the camp.
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