Staying with
the Buddha and Bodhisattvas

of Tien Jing Dao Yuan Temple, Taiwan
© Yola Wong K

My name is Yola Wong K and I have come from America to learn more
about [-Kuan Tao from its origins in Taiwan. Three years ago, I received the
Tao in Los Angeles and have been studying it ever since, continuously learning
how to effortlessly effectively implement its teachings. However, as a student,
I sometimes found it quite challenging to be diligent with myself and desired to
have more self-discipline. Thus, when I learned about the Great Tao Foundation
of America, Ten Day Temple Tour to Taiwan, I was overjoyed to join, as I
love to travel. I also could not resist to seize the opportunity and request for an
extended stay to truly practice the Tao, feel the culture, and learn Chinese. I have
much appreciation to Master Cheri for catering this request.

I am also thankful to Master Wang and Kathy Chen for providing me
the facility to accommodate me for six weeks at Tien Jian Dao Yuan Temple.
The temple is very beautiful, the people are very friendly and loving, and the
experiences/events memorable. It was a wonderful time for me to witness the
essence and cultivation of Tao in Taiwan. This article will provide a glimpse of
my experience and highlights on Tao lessons I’ve gained from Tien Jing Dao
Yuan.
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Temple

Tien Jing Dao Yuan is a public temple located in the countryside of Wuchi
near Shalu not far from Taichung City, Taiwan. The weather is very nice, not too
hot with cool wind always blowing from the port and not too many mosquitoes.
The temple is small in comparison to the grandiose temples that were visited
on the ten day tour but larger than the Los Angeles temple. Typically only the
master resides in the temple and Tao members take shifts during the day to assist
with the maintenance. Thus, [ am very grateful for Kathy to voluntarily live with
me during my stay. During the day it is quiet and can be peaceful. However, in
the evening there are classes such as Adult Filial Piety reading, English reading/
singing, Children Filial piety class, Yoga. The main Tao weekly class is on
Saturday night, of course in Chinese. There are many activities from weekly
classes mentioned above to bi-weekly youth Saturday morning program, to
monthly visits to other temples and new Tao member classes. In between it all,
they make time to visit Tao member’s home to inquire and encourage them in
their Tao cultivation with advice to reduce their troubles and to continue strong
providing prescriptions such as: invite 10 people to receive Tao, recite sutras
3,600 times, or it’s time for you to be vegetarian, all dependent on the state of
the individual. Being in such an atmosphere I’m able to view the quintessence
of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas of Tien Jing Dao Yuan.

People

With language being a great barrier, I’ve learnt to understand from the
heart and observe with the eyes. At most times, I don’t really understand what
someone is telling me if Kathy isn’t around. Kathy’s English is really good
as she has done much business and Tao propagating in the Philippines. She
has helped me tremendously with translations which I have utmost gratitude.
Otherwise, my form of communicating has been like playing charades using
body language and hand gestures. The language of the heart surmounts the
words of the tongue. The hearts of the Tao community at Tien Jing Dao Yuan
from the master to men, women, young adults, teenagers and children have
communicated many lessons and lots of love.
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Master Wang dedicated his life to the Tao mission, he is not married nor
does he have any children. However, he has a large family of ten siblings
with expanding families who all contribute greatly with the temple activities.
Master’s mother has the strongest faith, although blind and elderly, she makes
her way to worship & kowtow daily. His sisters are great bodhisattvas who also
worship 1000 or more kowtows morning, noon and night. They are always
assisting with the rituals and upkeep of the temple. The master has been the
person that established the temple for the public but I can see that it’s through
the combined efforts of his wonderful family that helps it to flourish. The public
community that the temples serves in turns become a part of the family. They
have all welcomed me with warm smiles and many lessons. These lessons range
from games and one word Chinese vocabulary with the children, dancing and
Chinese conversation with the teenagers, cooking and reading Chinese with the
adults, to cleaning and Chinese charades with the seniors. However, the most
significant people of my stay at the temple were Kathy and Master Wang.

Master embodies the Buddha at times with his jovial character encouraging
one to smile and bring out our childlike essence. Kathy is like a Bodhisattva
never ceasing an opportunity to speak of Tao and encouraging all, from young to
old and all in between to worship (baibai) or visit the temple. She provides great
information and resources to everyone who crosses her path. I have learned a lot
from her about I-Kuan Tao: history, rituals, offerings, and uplifting others.
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Events

Not only the individuals associated with the temple are kind-hearted and
welcoming but also those outside of the Tao society display genuine warm
affection which I’ve viewed in different scenarios. The friendliness of Taiwanese
people and culture reflect the essence of the Tao. I am able to understand why
the Tao migrated from China and establish its origins of I-Kuan Tao practice in
Taiwan.

Outings experiencing the culture have been wonderful encounters for me to
learn and see many aspects of the Tao in Taiwanese culture. For example, from
Tai Chi and Calligraphy be soft, slow and relax; from Toastmasters meetings
and Tao classes (shang ke) organize and practice makes the implementation
and nerves of speaking in front of an audience young/old not so bad; from
Administrative government office to Engineering field work truly utilizing
college degree, passing by, or just possessing it for a paycheck--the young adult
dilemmas are the same across the seas; from traditional Chinese medicine,
Master who sees the invisible and Chiropractor to prescriptions, vows and
adjustments, the willingness of belief, commitment and practice; from farm
life to city life the happiness preference of simplicity or complexity, means
and ideals of independence or dependence on land and elements versus man
and demands/society; from individual tutoring to summer camp extravaganza
the quiet discipline of one to one versus the hip hop horary of many diligence
to distractions; from celebrations of birthdays to lamentations of brother and
fathers, here today gone tomorrow, joys and sorrows, cycles of life; from
hiking the mountain for the sunrise to strolling the shores for the sunset, the
large stones to mount your feet on to the small pebbles between your toes, the
great mysteries and wonders encompassing the Tao which is everywhere. The
amazing synchronization occurs when you’re in alignment, the boomerang of a
thought/speak it and later see how it revealed. Each one of these can be its own
story so this has just been a highlight of my impressions.

Taiwan

Overall, Taiwan has beautiful places to visit, feels safe, and incorporates
cleanliness and greenery. All in all, the warm smiles and welcoming hospitality
of the people has made the tourism slogan “Taiwan touch your heart” to be
true for me. In addition, the phenomenal experience at Tien Jing Dao Yuan of
the temple, people, and events has truly touched my soul illuminating the Tao
essence--we all have within us.
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