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(continued from 395)

For most of my life, I’ve believed in the Heavenly Mother and all the different
forms and names it is referred to. Now, I know that the Heavenly Mother exists. I know
now how fortunate I am to have the opportunity to cultivate. Misguided perceptions and
habits are scary to face, but the more I avoid them, the more amplified these karmic debts
become. It’s not an easy path to walk, yet the prospect of continuing these karmic cycles

is even scarier. Scary as it may be, | have the means to face it.

Thanks to my predecessors, as well as current Dian Chuan Shi and temple staff, I've

had the opportunity to attend this Tao seminar, many classes, and the Zhong Shu College.
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I have gained much knowledge that must be converted to wisdom through experience
and action. Thanks to my very wise mother and very hardworking father, I am in school,
learning a lot about myself through music and books, especially through channels of

depth psychology which my mom introduced to me.

During the seminar vow ceremony, as I pondered upon the first great vow, its value
became abundantly clear. I’ve received a lot in my life so far, yet I've always received
them from a mundane perspective. These gifts become significantly more potent though,
when approached from a heavenly perspective. In other words, when I allow my ego to
surrender some power and control, the self/gifts become not only more useful to me, but
also contagious to others. I’'m going to keep on opening my heart to the world/Heavenly
Mother/true Self. That’s what I think I need to work on right now anyway. Oh, and also

being able to see the Heavenly Mother in others as well! Thank you to all!

I enjoyed the Tao seminar very much and the staff at the temple are very nice, it felt
like a family. I like all the topics, they were well chosen, especially, Karma—cause and

effect. From the (Why To Be Vegetarian?) topic, I now stop eating garlic and onion.

I was so touched from the sharing by Andrew Mui about Tien En Shr De and about
the sacrifice of Zhang Lao Qian Ren. When he passed away, so many people lined up on

the street to pay respect.

I will try to fulfill my vow like service at the temple when needed, to introduce Tao

to my family and friends.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to so many sincere Tao Relatives yesterday.
They touched me with how much they appreciated the sacrifices our predecessors have

made for us. In America, it is uncommon to have this type of respect.

@ 10.396 2021.12
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It also was very meaningful for me that several people were moved to tears by my
father's final moments and how his transition was made easier due to Tao. He is still
making an impact on people even though his physical body is no longer here. His days of
giving to others have not ended, neither have his opportunities to do Tao work. By giving
me the honor to speak, he was able to be present at the seminar and the merit went to

him.

For me, the seminar was perfect, so well organized with excellent food service.

Firstly, I was overcome with joy and gratitude for the ever flowing enlightenment
I received. At this senior level of my life, I'm continually seeking greater clarity of the
purpose of my life. What more can “I” do? I found the presentations of our Temple
leaders and staff to be quite inspirational for me to become more committed to cultivation

AND propagation.

Fatimah Lewis’s presentation was outstandingly inspiring. I was also jolted by
presentation on Karma but reassured as he (Master Chu) offered me more tools for life

insights. Peace and Love.

Zhong Shu means being the best of myself, and then helping others to be the best
version of themselves. I-Kuan-Tao means oneness, no differentiation and all beings are
equal. On Sunday, 8/22, thanks for the grace of Heaven and holy teacher’s guidance, we
had a successful English Tao seminar for new Tao receivers in both San Francisco and
Michigan Zhong Shu Temples. The attendees were in person at the temples, via Zoom
the speakers were shared by these two locations. There were a total of 28 attendees ages
20 to 80. We may look different but we all have the same Buddha nature. The topics
include: Significant meanings of the Tao seminar, Cause and Effect. Meaning of Life,
Why Cultivate Tao, How to Cultivate, Filial Piety, Tian En Shr Te, Faith, Vow and
Performance. The Tao seminar was such a meaningful gathering! Everyone wore face

masks throughout the entire seminar. Masks off for the photo only.
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Thanks to the Grace of Heaven and the virtues of predecessors, I have often

wondered what makes a Tao Seminar such a uniquely blessed occasion for Tao relatives,
and why are we presented with so many challenges and obstacles just before the
seminar? Why are the blessings, lessons, realizations and transformations during the time

of a Tao Seminar so monumental?

During the Tao seminar, with the wisdom and guidance of our Holy Teacher, we
learn the Essence of Tien En Shr De: “Three Treasures, Filial Piety, Why Be Vegetarian,
The Meaning of Life and Faith, Vows and Performance.” These truths embody the core

and fundamental principles and practices in the path and work of Tao cultivators.

When we bring our sincere and grateful heart to a Tao Seminar, we can experience
Tao Essence in each integral part, from the very first ceremony to the meals prepared
by Heavenly Chefs, the Tao songs, presentations and everything in between. So much

fulfillment in one day! The Tao Seminar is truly Human and Heaven working together!

Finally, it is due to the presence of Saints, Sages, Ancestors and God’s mercifulness
and Grace that the Tao seminar is a catalyst to deepen our Tao roots. Tao Seminar
provided life changing tools and a strong foundation on which our Life’s spiritual work
and cultivation build. I greatly appreciate and sincerely cherish the blessing of Tao

Seminars.

If T have said anything incorrectly I ask for forgiveness from God, Saints and

Buddhas and correction from Dien Chuan Shr.

NO.396 2021.12
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I received Tao to help myself in giving my life some much-needed direction. I had
been feeling lost and overwhelmed for some time as well as having guilt about everyone
and their situations and almost every adult decision I’ve made in life. Tao gave me a
hope I hadn’t felt in a long while but I admit I wasn’t sure what to expect from Tao. The

seminar helped in providing clarification.

There was so much valuable information that highlighted what Tao does for us—it
explained life’s meaning, the importance of filial piety and why being vegan is important
to the inner balance Tao can provide. The information on karma was powerful for me
in understanding my challenges in life and the “solution” to them. For so long, I had
been feeling that my life was someone else’s punishment and that I was helpless to do
anything about it. Tao shows that it is not the case because 1. there is a reason for my

challenges and 2. I can learn how to help heal myself, my ancestors and my descendants.

I also appreciated the reminder that Tao is not a “cure” for challenges because
there will still be challenges but that its truth lights the path to a healthier response to

challenges and, ultimately, a healthier relationship with myself and my life.

Although I have meditated and contemplated the words of Lao Tzu for many years,
I only recently found the Zhong Shu Temple. Attending the workshop last weekend
transformed me from an individual who studied the Tao to a Tao relative who now
can deeply cultivate the Tao rather than just study. The sharing and teaching was very

enlightening and touching beyond words and reached the heart.

The presence of the predecessors was deeply felt. I took a vow to be vegetarian. I
am most pleased to take this step and I deeply feel the support of my Tao family as I vow

to live a lifestyle that is healthy for the planet and compassionate to all sentient beings.

*ps. Ever since Nancy received Tao this year, she has introduced Tao to her friend

and her grandson. She has also volunteered to help out in the Family Sutra Class.
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Why do we cultivate Tao?

[a—

To resolve our sins and karmic debts.

2. To grow in wisdom and enlightenment.
3. To understand and realize the truth.

4. To fulfill our vow and return to heaven.
5

To transcend life and death.

For me, the first and foremost drive to cultivate Tao is to resolve my sins and debts.
I am so grateful that Lee Dian Chuan Shi has been spending a lot of time teaching me
how to grow in wisdom, and how to become kind and gentle to people around me. [ am

grateful that everyone in the Tao family embraces me and shows that they care about me.

Before I came here, I always thought that [ was the victim of my mother’s
ignorance. She did not love me because I was born into a girl. I felt lack of security ever
since I remembered things. I was nice to people who were not my family or close friends.
I attacked my husband and son at times when I felt insecure, as I didn’t trust that I was
loved, and I actively found traits and signs to prove that my feeling was correct. I didn’t
trust that my husband loved me, even though he purposely changed his favorite car’s

license plate to “LOVENORA?”, yet from the bottom of my heart, I didn’t trust him at all.

Now, I realize that I have made so many sins and karmic debts. I sincerely apologize
to my husband, my son, and my mother. I am eager to learn more from you on how to

grow in wisdom and enlightenment.

(The End)
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