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Seeing the impermanence of the world, the fragility of life, the speed of global
warming... and at the same time, thinking of how our Divine Patriarch, Divine Matriarch,
enlightened predecessors, senior spiritual leaders, all Dian Chuan Shi’s, all sincere Tao
cultivators and many others devoted their life for cultivating and propagating Tao with

great virtues, we are reminded not to stop sharing Tao with others.

The English Tao Seminar, which is usually held once a year for two days and two
nights, had to be cancelled last year due to the pandemic. Seeing that there are more
and more English-speaking Tao relatives who are new to the community, they urgently
need the Dharma to better understand Tao and to put Tao into practice by attending an
English Tao Seminar. With the grace of Heaven and virtues of predecessors, we think of
the compassionate reminder of our predecessor Wu Dian Chuan Shi, “It is not difficult as

long as we have a sincere heart.” Although the pandemic was still on-going, Dian Chuan
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Shi led everyone to bow in front of the altar, and also carefully planned, brainstormed and

engaged temple staff and new Tao relatives, working hard to establish safety protocols
and overcome technical challenges. Many San Francisco and Metro Detroit English-
speaking Tao relatives returned to attend the in-person seminar. The seminar combined
two places together, and synchronized all the classes by utilizing Zoom. The seminar
ended up being spread over three weekends. Under this heaven-human collaboration, the

English Tao Seminar in this pandemic was smoothly and successfully completed.
* 8/22: One-day English Tao Seminar

* 8/28 & 8/29: Q&A sessions were divided into four two-way Q&A discussion
sessions, conducted online through Zoom, so that those who have questions can have

better understanding about Tao.
* 9/5: The feedback sharing from attendees through Zoom

We would like to thank Chu Dian Chuan Shi from Vancouver, Canada, who shared
on the topic of “Karma, Cause and Effect” in almost every annual English Tao Seminar.

This time attendees had the class through online Zoom.

Propagating Tao is to transmit the “heart”. Uplifting others is to help others
“cross” the sea of suffering by transforming their life—to be able to help others to uplift
nine generations of their descendants and seven generations of ancestors to transcend
their life! Thanks to the grace of heaven and virtues of predecessors, we can have
the opportunity to fulfill our vows during the pandemic, and the Tao seminar can be
completed. We are all very grateful and moved! We are hereby attaching a few edited

photos composed of images from two temples to show the significance of the seminar.
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Thanks to the grace of heaven, I am fortunately able to participate in the service
team! What I have learned is that service is not only about completing tasks assigned
but more about being able to communicate many things involved during the Tao
Seminar. Even if things that have been decided well in advance may need to be changed
unexpectedly. Will I (my heart) still be able to remain centered during the changes,
calmly accept the changes, and communicate with a gentle and courteous attitude to
make necessary adjustments—utilizing the constant change to uplift our mind and

expand our heart?

Tao is hidden and intangible. Every subtlety is a good opportunity for self-reflection.
Every step and piece provides an important opportunity to engage, to inspire and to uplift
Tao relatives, and to further strengthen their faith, vows and performance in cultivating
and propagating Tao! “If we can cultivate Tao by holding on to our original intention
and heart, we would not be far away from becoming a Buddha.” The responsibility we
shoulder really is a great deal for those who walk in front of the new Tao relatives after

seeing how significant their vows are and how much joy and aspiration they have!

To meet the needs of many new Tao relatives who speak English, Dian Chuan
Shi decided to hold an English Tao Seminar. However, with the rapid changes of the
pandemic, the original plan could not keep up with the changes. As a result, the temple
decided to use the fewest staff to make in-person sessions possible by connecting both
San Francisco and metro Detroit temples through Zoom. These were made possible
by applying high-standard pandemic prevention measures, drilling over and over
again. After several meetings, we made necessary adjustments and overcame technical

difficulties!
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In order to cope with the different time zones between two places, the class
schedule was revised quite a few times. How to meet the needs of both temples was a
challenge! In order to reduce the chance of spreading virus, most of the service team
and chef team were filled by the speakers and the family members of the staff in the Tao
seminar. Therefore, the service staff ranged from 10 to 70 years old. From the planning
of the seminar, [ witnessed many communications happen to guide new Tao relatives.
Dian Chuan Shi led everyone to pray for Lau Mu’s mercy daily in the Worship Rituals,
which made many new Tao relatives deeply moved. After suffering from a stroke, the
main chef is not as agile as before. Even though she has had hip surgery, she still stood
in the kitchen for the whole day! Her Tao heart and fearless devotion made my daughter
understand the preciousness of Tao—we shall fearlessly take on heavenly responsibility
as long as we are able to. Now my daughter often asks me when she can return to the
temple! All attendees who participated in the Tao Seminar were full of joy and smiles,

and wouldn't leave the temple even after the Tao seminar.

Standing inside the temple, I still remember vividly the first time I participated in
the Tao seminar. Looking at the bricks and tiles of the temple, I would like to thank the
grace of heaven and virtues of predecessors, and because of Lao Qian Ren, Dian Chuan
Shi and predecessors for their dedication we could then have such a large community—
this enables my whole family to come here to learn and fulfill our vows. Thank you Dian
Chuan Shi for leading the English Tao Seminar during this pandemic under tremendous
pressure. [ wholeheartedly believe that we will continue to advance side by side, walking

on the same path with Tao joy!

After listening to Master Chu’s insightful sharing on the topic of “Karma, Cause
and Effect.” We understand that “Karma” is the cycle of cause and effect. If there is an
effect, there must be a cause, and if there is a cause, there must be an effect. All things in
this world are interdependent, and worldly things are transient. With just a few decades

each person has, how should we spend our lives?
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The good and the bad are bound to be in the past. So whether you encounter good

times or bad times, it is an opportunity to accumulate your wisdom, treat everything with
gratitude, and cherish the present moment. Since there is no way to control the length of
life, try to be your best self and increase the width of life. Let us be joyful every day with

a smile on face and sunshine in our heart.

My day attending the Tao seminar was both comfortable and eye-opening. The

people I met there could not have been more kind.

I have been reading the 7ao Te Ching for years, and I was able to connect instantly
to many of the topics while being inspired by others. The discussions of Empathy,
Karma, and dependent arising were very illuminating, and I find the discussion of the
separation of truth from falsehood to be very timely and necessary for the time we
find ourselves in. The idea that life has a purpose and therefore we must face reality
wholeheartedly is a very valuable concept for me and so I was happy to be in a group

where this is recognized.

Overall I found the Tao seminar to be optimistic, practical, and inspiring. I look

forward to future study and cultivation.

(To Be Continued)
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